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west-countrymen, Raleigh, Drake, Hawkins, Oxenham,
Grenville, and Gilbert.
As Sir Martin returned to his flagship, a ship from
Havre, passing down-Channel, reported that the Duke
of Guise, whose Catholic party had been a source of
anxiety to Lord Howard, was remaining neutral. The
news was good to the Admiral. He had now no fear
of being suddenly confronted with an enemy on his
flank. Parma could not use the French ports.
Fugger's letters from Rome and Prague tell us of
reports that the Armada had defeated the English. The
rumours reached the fleet as it chased through the eve-
ning hours after the battered galleons; and we can
imagine the word going round the decks, and the
vigorous Elizabethan ribaldry booming out of powder-
parched throats as the ale-cans were lifted to bearded
lips.
But Fugger has more interesting news even than the
inevitable false rumours that run round in times of
stress. Our old friend at Hamburg tells the tale, dating
it August 3rd and 4th:
Hans Butler [he writes, in obvious excitement],
has arrived off the town in a big ship. He comes
through the Channel from San Lucar. He was
with Captain Drake for four or five days and
joined the Englishman on the 2ist, O.S. [this, i1
will be remembered, was the first day of the battle]
just after the latter had had an engagement witi
the Spanish Armada. From the 2ist to the 26tl
they had skirmished and fired heavily at ead
other, but they could not board, and the EnglisI
with their little ships sailed so well and manoeu
vred so skillfully, firing meanwhile, that the gal
leasses could not get at them. Drake capture*
Don Pedro de Valdez, admiral of fourteen vessels